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Early in their marriage while living in beautiful
Colorado, Palm Village residents Bob & Marilyn Lewis
participated in Road Rally races around the state in
their maroon 1961 Chevrolet Covair. Marilyn an
excellent driver, and Bob the navigator competed on

. the open road courses. Road Rally race competitions

~~.are won when teams arrive at precisely measured

checkpoints set up along a route where the exact
arrival time has been calculated. Based on the

“designated average speeds for the course, teams

- compete to see who the best is at reading the route

- “instructions, following the route, and maintaining the
>as'sign,ed av&ejage speeds. The navidator reads route

- a L
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directions, figuring out the times and helping to spot
landmarks, while solving clues or complete a puzzle at
every stage along the way. Penalty points are assigned
if a team arrives at a checkpoint late or early. The
further off the time, the more points the team gets
and the lowest score wins.
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“To forget one’s ancestors is to be a
brook without a source, a tree without a root.”
— Chinese Proverb

As we bring our celebration of the 80th Anniversary
of service to seniors at Palm Village to a close, we
recently received a lovely letter with a donation from
Ina Bergen Heinrichs and family. Ina details in her
letter that she has had three generations of family
members who have lived out their days at Palm
Village going back to the days where it was the Home
for the Aged next door to the Reedley Mennonite
Brethren Church. The letter came with a memorial
donation in the name of her beloved grandfather
Henry Elias Bergen after the family determined that
he did not have a gravestone on his grave in the
Reedley cemetery. The family decided that any funds
donated by family members over the amount of the
headstone would be donated to Palm Village in
celebration of the 80th Anniversary and in memory
of Henry.

During a recent marketing meeting of three people,
two out of three of us have had three generations of
family members who have lived at Palm Village and
its predecessors. And we know that many families
besides ours have had three generations of family
members reside at Palm Village. So, we've reached
back out to Ina and to Benti Pauls Dueck to tell us
about their family and the impact of Palm Village for
the families.
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Ina’s paternal grandfather Henry E. Bergen lived in the
Home for the Aged in the 1940’s and passed away in
1949. Henry is included in the photo from the Home
for the Aged that graced our cover five years ago.
Henry born in 1866, like most of our Mennonite
families emigrated from Russia (Ukraine) and came to
the United States in the 1880’s. He arrived in Oregon
but homesteaded for a while in Oklahoma on the
Cherokee Strip. Henry Bergen farmed for some time
on his homestead in Oklahoma but worked in a
haberdashery. He was always a natty dresser! Henry's
children Martha Bergen Bese Quiring was born in
Oregon and Sam Bergen, Sr. was born on the
Oklahoma strip. Martha was a resident at Palm Village
until her passing in 2001. Ina vaguely remembers
visiting her grandfather at Palm Haven and watching
him walk with double canes but remembers fondly
her Aunt Martha who was always impeccably dressed
and the furnishings in her home were so beautiful.

Her maternal grandmother, Elizabeth Neufeld
Sawatzky also in the photograph at the Home for the
Aged and later moved to Palm Haven when it was
completed. In the early 1900’s Elizabeth and her
husband Abram emigrated from Russia to Canada
and then United States. Three of their daughters,



Mary was born in 1903 in Russia, Agnes (1907) and
Helen (1911) were born in Aberdeen, Saskatchewan,
Canada also resided at Palm Village. The family
moved to Orland, California where the sisters met and
married, and then all of the family moved to Dinuba,
California in the 1930's and 1940's.

Ina’s mother Agnes Sawatzky Bergen married David
Fast a few years after the death of her husband. They
moved to Palm Village in the 1980’s, along with her
sisters Mary and David Letkeman and Helen and Dave
Ewert. Ina’s brother Sam Bergen, Jr. and his wife
Marvis are current residents at Palm Village. It is also
believed that Marvis has had three generations of
family members at Palm Village through the
Dick/Nikkel families.

Visiting with family and extended family that were
residing at Palm Village made staying connected
easier in one location, yet each family had their own
unique space to live. Ina and her family appreciate the
great care of their family and the ministry provided to
the seniors of the community.

3,&@*% Benti Paulsy Diveck

Bentl s great grandmother, Sara Marie Driedger and
her husband Peter immigrated to the United States
through Galveston, Texas in 1902. They arrived in
Reedley in 1911 with seven children and while living on
40 acres in north Reedley, had four more children
blessed to them. Peter Driedger passed away in 1944
and Sara moved to the Home for the Aged in 1945.
She called her daughter and told her it was time for
her to move to town, she was 64 years of age. Sara is
also included in the photo on the porch of the Home
for the Aged. Sara moved to Palm Haven after
construction was complete on the Reedley MB
campus, later she moved to the Pleasant View Manor
location. Benti recalls visiting Sara who would teach
her in the low German dialect (plautdietsch) and
laugh when she repeated them. Benti loved when
Sara moved to Pleasant View because of the large
sitting room with the huge fireplace and lovely view of
the orchard and river across the street.

Sara’s daughter, Elsie Thiesen was a nursing director

at Pleasant View where she cared for many family
members and friends, including her mother. Benti
recalls seeing many relatives who were visiting other
family members at Pleasant View and great aunties
who were visiting their mother, in-laws, and neighbors.

The first to move to the current Palm Village campus
was Benti's grandmother Agnes Driedger Pauls who at
76 years of age moved into an independent living
patio home in 1984 with a window that faced a lovely
courtyard. Agnes and Benti would regularly walk the
grounds to see the camellias in the spring and the
roses in the summer. Agnes would host a large Easter
Egg hunt for her great-grandchildren and would put
out large quantities of eggs around the courtyard
while other residents would sit on their patios to
watch the fun. The Easter Egg hunt was held after she
moved to Assisted Living on the West Lawn. Many of
Agnes’s sisters were living at Palm Village campus at
the same time. This included Marie Golbeck, Martha
Funk, and Frances Dick. While many family members
were living at Palm Village at the same time, Benti
would visit with her grandmother and her
great-aunties with her children, allowing the extended
family to get to know them. This would not have
happened if everyone was not living in a central
location.

Benti’s parents Don and Ruth Pauls moved to Palm
Village in 2011 to a peaceful patio home and enjoyed
going to the Garden Room for a meal. Her father
loved seeing some of his cousins who also lived in
patio homes. Benti’s father passed away this year in
the health care center. Her mother, Ruth still resides in
the health care center where she feels doted on by
the staff. Someone cleans for her, does her laundry,
makeup, her hair, and dresses her. She says she feels
like a Princess!

Always a welcoming place for events, Palm Village has
provided space for annual family gatherings in the
basement of the Assisted Living building with the
doors opening out to the patio for the young ones to
play. This has been the place for baby and wedding
showers, and funeral meals. Benti appreciates the
devoted loving care that has been provided to her
Driedger and Pauls family.

December 2022
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For as long as Palm Village Retirement Community
has existed it has had a very important relationship
with Reedley Mennonite Brethren Church (RMBC) and
its pastors. Those of us who have enjoyed the services
at Palm Village have memories of the spiritual
counsel, visits, and chaplaincy services of RMBC's
Pastors. As Reedley MB has chosen a new senior
pastor in the summer of 2022, Palm Village has
enjoyed the new presence of Dr. Jeff Wheeland to its
hallways. Jeff and his wife Maggy bring some new
qualities to Reedley which are new to its history.

First, Jeff is the first Senior Pastor who comes with no
ethnic ties to Mennonite Brethren heritage roots.
Second, Jeff and Maggy are the first pastoral couple
who are bilingual in their marriage and language.
Maggy was born and raised in Peru and is a fluent
Spanish speaker. Jeff can hold his own in both English
and Spanish but always defers to Maggy when
Spanish is the dominant conversational language.
And, last but not least, Jeff is the first RMBC pastor
who served as a US Army Chaplain in the Iraq conflict!
As the residents of Palm Village reflect a greater
diversity in culture and language with each passing
year it is important to make note of this shift.

Jeff is uniquely gifted and called to his new role as the
pastor of RMBC and encourager of those who live
here. First, Jeff is a man of prayer and scripture
memory. It is not unusual that people who grow up in
the Christian faith often find their spiritual life more
and more encircled by a commitment to Bible reading
and prayer. Jeff has had these commitments since he
was saved as a young boy. Jeff is never far from
sharing a scripture verse from memory which
encourages people. Jeff has a system for scripture
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by Charles Buller, M.Div.

memory which he engages daily. Further, Jeff has in
each previous pastorate (2) lived a commitment to
prayer. Currently, he has facilitated no fewer than 11
prayer meetings at RMBC. Many of these include
residents from PVRC.

Jeff's educational background rings true with the
many evangelical Christians who reside at PVRC. He
was an outstanding graduate of Wheaton College
(the alma mate of Billy Graham), Dallas Theological
Seminary and finally Liberty University where Jeff
recently finished his doctorate with a thesis on
“Simple Church”.

While Jeff and Maggy are a young couple with three
children at Immanuel Schools (which they love!) they
are not without many skills in meeting the needs of
seniors. Jeff's unique ability to seldom if ever to forget
a name is phenomenal. And, touching. It is
comforting when Jeff calls you by your name once
you meet. Second, his tireless commitment to end
most conversations with the one question that every
senior citizen hopes to be asked.."what can | pray for
you about?” And then a prayer to follow the question.

Ironically, Jeff gets to work in concert with one of
Reedley MB's most cherished pastors in Dennis Fast
who is the current Palm Village Chaplain. It is safe to
say that the influence, ownership and connection to
RMBC and its staff remains as strong as ever. While
the denominational backgrounds at Palm Village
have never been more varied, the roots of our faith
commitment remain anchored in the soil of the local
Church. Palm Village and RMBC are partners in
God’s kingdom as much as ever.

Welcome here Jeff and Maggy!



Residents & Staff

Independent Living love the chance to
share breakfast together with the Omelet

Thanksgiving Luncheon - and Waffles Breakfast

Our staff shows their gratefulness by serving
our residents a Thanksgiving meal. December 2022 | 8



>

P

June 1, 2022 to October 31, 2022

™ Palm Village Donors
Chapel Fund Donors

Verne and Linda Anderson
Norma Beck

(alvin and Marjorie Elrich
Barbara Friesen

Glenda Johnston

Grace Reimer

Verna Roberts

Helena Voss

Joyce Warkentin

Carl and Lavina Wohlgemuth

Living Legacy Fund Donors

Verne and Linda Anderson
Don Beckenhauer

Charles and JoAnn Brandt
Ron and Judy Brown

Reed and Diane Decker
Eileen Diepstra

Robert and Elaine Falk
Troy and Ellen Harman
Helen Harvin

Lyndon and Patti Heinrichs
Glenda Johnston

Marcella Jones

Collebe Jost

Gabrielle Kirkland

Arthur and Sharon Koop
David Krause
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Richard Matoian

Rocky McClintock

Eddie and Verona Neufeld
New Life Community

Dinuba Mennonite Brethren
Church

Albert Pauls
Chet and Irene Pauls

Reedley Mennonite Brethren
Church

Vernon and JoElla Reimer
Richert Family Trust
Verna Roberts

Joyce Setter

Bonnie Summers

Aldene Vogt

Wayne and Sheila Wiebe

In Honor of Marci Jones
Jeanette Byl

Walter and Mary Ann Heinrichs
Jeanette Tena



Memorial Donors

Tributes for:

Addie Ollenburger
Johnnie Buller

Daniel and Loretta Buller
Alvin and Kathie Buller
Dwight and Shirley Friesen
Wilma Hagen

Ted and Rosalie Nickel
John and Evelyn Ripplinger
Janice Thiessen

Roger and Norma Warkentin
Willia Witzel

Lillian Witzel

Anna Thiesen Enns
Tom and Lori Suderman
Joanne Tatum

Don Harms
Eddie and Kathleen Heinrichs

Henry Elias Bergen
Roger and Ina Heinrichs

Jean Wohlgemuth
Betsy Hofer
Golden Farms Express, Inc.

Luella Unruh

Dan and Wanda Doerksen
Betsy Hofer

Stephen and Lilian Schwartz

oy

Lydia Beckenhauer Lola Penner

Verne and Linda Anderson John and Mary Schlesselman
Gerald and Cheryl Beckenhauer ~ Marlys Schmidt

Don Beckenhauer Dorothea Sievers

Darold & Ginnie Beckenhauer Jeanette Tena

Michele Branderburger Kathy Thiesen

Bill and Carol Braun Ken and Patty Thiesen

Ron and Judy Brown Gordon and Yvonne Turner
Aleatjea Crozier Helena Voss

Dan and Wanda Doerksen Donna Dee Weems

Harold and Pat Enns

Joyce Gerdes Robert Heinrichs

Menno and Jane Harms Eddie and Kathleen Heinrichs
Ruth Harms

Gail Hayward Wilma Gilette

Walter and Mary Ann Heinrichs
Eddie and Kathleen Heinrichs
Betsy Hofer

Linda Johnson

Linda Jost

Arthur and Sharon Koop
Barbara Koop

David and Sheila Penner

Larry and Karen Jost




Palm Village Retirement Community
P.0. Box 1028
Reedley, CA 93654

Palm Village Retirement
Community offers
Independent Living with a
variety of floor plans with
upgraded high-end options.

With worry-free living, friendly
neighbors, and lots to do,
, Palm Village Retirement Community
is the right move for senior living.

Palm Village Retirement Community is designed to allow each resident the
opportunity to enjoy their retirement living. Enjoy all of the comforts of home

PALM VILLAGE with the peace of mind that you are part ofa multi-level care community.
RETIREMENT COMMUNITY Safelsupponed’&SOCial
PalmVillage.com

We are licensed not-for-profit 501(c)(3) + COA #170 Lic #100404809 - We do Business in Accordance with the Federal Fair Housing Law @



