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Enjoy Chapel every Thursday night. 

Service begins at 6:00 pm with Old-Fashioned Hymns 
with our speaker beginning at 6:35 pm.

Many of our residents outlive their resources. To 
prepare for the future of all residents, your donation 
to our Living Legacy Fund will be greatly appreciated.

Secure Online Donations
Visit our DONATIONS page on our website to setup 
your one time or better still, recurring donations. 
www.palmvillage.com

or Mail your check to: 
Palm Village Retirement Community
703 West Herbert Avenue
Reedley, CA 93654
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(559) 638-6933
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A Letter
from our
President 

Palm Village Retirement Community honors it’s 
commitment to care for seniors in their retirement and 
advancing age, even if they have lived beyond their assets. 
To assist in our mission, we receive tax-deductible 
donations through our Palm Village Living Legacy fund.
 
The Living Legacy fund helps residents continue to live in 
our community with all resources available to them. A 
promise that we made to never discharge any resident      
for a lack of funds. It is made good on the biblical 
commandment in James 1:27 …”true and pure religion…is to 

take care of orphans and widows in their affliction.” The 
“widows” have been joined by plenty of people whose 
affliction is simply a lack of funds. 

Would you please join us in helping to keep our promise 
to provide continuing care for our senior residents? Our 
Living Legacy donation envelope is enclosed with each 
magazine, or you can visit www.palmvillage.com and 
click on the secure DONATIONS button at the top of our 
website. Thank you to all who continue to donate towards 
our mission. 

As the President and CEO of Palm Village Retirement Community, I find myself reflecting on the 

abundant blessings that grace our lives. The vibrant blooms across our campus are a testament to the 

dedication of our groundskeepers and the residents who assist them. These blossoms are not just a 

visual delight but a symbol of our community’s nurturing spirit.

We recently celebrated the return of our beloved Soup Supper fundraiser after three years and it was a 

heartwarming reunion. It’s a cherished tradition that celebrates the spring season and showcases the 

culinary talents of our kitchen staff and residents. The delectable soups and homemade pies are more 

than a feast; they’re a collective effort to ensure every member of our community can continue to call 

Palm Village home, regardless of their financial situation. Our commitment to lifelong care is 

unwavering, and it’s a privilege to uphold this promise. It was wonderful to welcome back the 

community of Reedley and our supporters! 

This January brought a personal honor as I was named Advocate of the Year by LeadingAge 

California. This esteemed community of nonprofit service providers for the aging stands as a beacon  

of support and opportunity. My involvement with the California Board of this national organization has 

been deeply rewarding, and I am grateful for the recognition.

Our Board of Directors and I are attentively examining the statewide salary adjustments and their 

implications for our budget and community costs. Our board’s active engagement and prudent 

decision-making are cornerstones of Palm Village’s financial stability and progressive outlook.

In closing, I extend my heartfelt thanks to everyone who contributes to the vitality and warmth of      

Palm Village. Together, we are more than a retirement community—we are a family.

Warm regards,

Jim Higbee

President & CEO

Gratitude

Palm Village Living Legacy      Our Mission Promise
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Retired administrators, principals, teachers, and college professors were the architects of student education, 
the unsung heroes who shaped an environment where learning thrived. These teachers sowed seeds of 
knowledge and wisdom in the  minds of their students, and now in retirement, they have watched their 
former students bloom into lives of success. 

There is a large group of retired teachers at Palm 
Village Retirement Community. They dedicated their 
lives to the noble profession of teaching, and each 
of them has a unique story, a tapestry woven from 
years of experience, challenges, and triumphs. They 
found immense satisfaction in their work, knowing 
they made a lasting impact on the lives of    
countless students and their stories of perseverance 
and commitment continue to inspire new 
generations of educators. 

Their stories are a testament to the enduring power 
of education. We celebrate the teachers who  
worked in a career that demands so much, and yet 
gives back with seeing their extraordinary impact on 
the world. 

Resident Spotlight 
by Laurie Diamant 

This rare experience laid a strong foundation for her 
subsequent role in early childhood education. For 
the next three decades, Lillian served as a 
Pre-School Director, with a significant 
twenty-five-year tenure at the Butler MB Church in 
Fresno. Her passion for nurturing the minds of 
young learners aged 2 to 5 years old left an indelible 
mark on countless lives. The cherished connections 
she formed with her students have endured over the 
years, highlighted by her attendance at a former 
student’s wedding just last March—a testament to 
the lasting relationships she’s built through her love 
of teaching.

Alma Elrich – Alma was the 
Director of Preschool and 
played a pivotal role in the 
development of educational 
programs, meticulous 
oversight of staff, and astute 
management of financial 
resources. Her experience was 
instrumental in equipping 

both the preschool staff and students with the skills 
and knowledge necessary for a foundation in 
lifelong learning. Under her guidance, the preschool 
flourished, becoming a nurturing ground for the 
young minds entrusted to its care.

Elementary Teachers – The most important years of 
building the basics of learning in various subjects 
and teamwork happens in Elementary School. 
Elementary teachers lay the groundwork for lifelong 
learning and achievement.

Sharon Duerksen – Sharon’s 
dedication to education shone 
brightly during her 33 years as 
a first-grade teacher, with a 
significant tenure at 
Washington Elementary School 
in Reedley. Her exceptional 
teaching methods and 
commitment to her students 

were recognized when she was honored as Teacher 
of the Year by the Kings Canyon School District in 
1994. Renowned for her engaging classroom, 
Sharon was the teacher every parent hoped their 
child would have. Her passion for teaching was 
palpable, and she often shared endearing anecdotes 
with her students. One such memorable moment 
was when she discussed the four food groups in 
class. Upon querying her students about a potential 
fifth group, one astute pupil responded with the 
suggestion: “Leftovers!”

Rosalie Nickel – Rosalie’s 
aspiration to become a 
teacher started in 2nd-grade. 
The majority of her 34-year 
teaching career was spent in 
the United States, however, 
her teaching path also took 
her abroad to South India for 
a period of three years. There, 

she taught children of Americans living in India, 
enriching the lives of those who, by virtue of their 
upbringing, held education in high esteem. 

When she and her husband Ted moved to California, 
Rosalie was known for her commitment to teaching 
in some of Fresno’s most challenging schools. These 
institutions were melting pots of diverse cultures, 
where students often faced complex and difficult 
circumstances at home. Rosalie worked to provide a 
stable and supportive learning environment for her 
students, believing in the power of education. 
Rosalie transitioned into the role of literacy coach 
where she continued until retirement to mentor 
both students and teachers. 

Linda Nielsen - Linda’s 
19-year teaching career 
spanned various grades and 
schools, including a notable 
period in Long Beach and a 
cherished time teaching first 
grade at Immanuel 
Elementary School. Her 
classroom was a vibrant hub 

of learning, brought to life by an array of animals 
she nurtured there. Students were greeted by birds, 
snakes, fish, bearded dragons, and turtles, all of 
which contributed to a unique and engaging 
educational environment.

Stan Huebert – Stan’s career 
in Special Education was 
marked by his innovative 
problem-solving skills, which 
he utilized to enhance the 
educational experience for 
students and teachers. As a 
teacher, he was instrumental 
in creating the Resource 

Specialist Program within the Kings Canyon School 
District. This program was pivotal in providing 
essential training across various schools in the 
district. Beyond teaching, he took on the role of 
Field Supervisor for Special Education, coordinating 
a significant program that facilitated the 

FR- Alma Elrich, Helena Voss, Thelma Hostetter, Stan Huebert, 
Thelma Roach BR - Sharon Duerksen, Linda Nielsen, Carl 
Wohlgemuth, Ted Nickell, Roaslie Nickell, Claudette Reiser

transportation of mountain-dwelling students to the 
Diagnostic Scriptive Learning Center located at 
Jefferson School for specialized education.

Ascending to the position of Assistant to the 
Superintendent, Stan’s responsibilities expanded to 
include the oversight of nurses, special education 
programs, counselors, and the Staff Learning Center. 
His commitment to special education extended to 
higher education as well, where he shared his 
knowledge and passion with aspiring educators at 
Fresno Pacific University for eight years, shaping the 
next generation of special education professionals.

Teaching Abroad – Several of our teachers also 
spent time teaching abroad with the unique 
opportunity to immerse themselves in different 
cultures while contributing to the betterment and 
education of students around the world.

Joe Bartell - Joe’s teaching 
career began in the vibrant city 
of Guadalajara, Mexico, 
embarking on what would 
become a fulfilling 40-year 
career. Joe often reminisces 
about the early days, feeling 
honored to have been part of 
an era when parental support 

in education was abundant. This strong foundation 
of community and collaboration made his initial 
experience more rewarding.

The majority of Joe’s career was spent teaching 2nd 
and 3rd grades in the small, tight-knit community of 
Orange Cove. His dedication to his students was 
evident, and the affection was reciprocated, 
especially during the holidays when he would be 
showered with homemade tamales—a heartfelt 
token of appreciation from the families he served. 
Joe’s passion for athletics led him to coach cross 
country at Sheridan and T.L. Reed schools. His 
guidance on the track was impactful. Now, one of 
Joe’s greatest joys comes from chance      
encounters with former students. These moments, 
often filled with gratitude and fond memories, serve 
as a testament to the lasting influence he had on 
their lives. 

Thelma Roach – Thelma, 
alongside her husband Robert, 
who was also a dedicated 
educator, embarked on a 
noble journey with the Peace 
Corps. Their service spanned 
across three countries, 

beginning with a year in Egypt, followed by a year in 
a Romanian orphanage, and culminating with an 
additional year in Slovakia where Thelma taught 
English as a Second Language (ESL). It was during 
their time in Romania that the plight of over 200,000 
orphaned children, living in deplorable conditions, 
came to global attention. 

Following their return, Thelma pursued further 
education, earning a master’s degree in Adult 
Education. She then dedicated the remaining years 
of her career before retirement to teaching in 
Sacramento. 

Junior High School and High School Teachers – These 
teachers are pivotal in shaping the academic 
trajectory and personal development of adolescents. 

Claudette Reiser – Claudette’s 
32-year educational career is a 
testament to her dedication. 
She spent many years as the 
District Coordinator for Junior 
High teachers, where she 
provided guidance and 
support to her colleagues. Her 
role as the Teacher Advisor for 

the Speech & Debate Team and Drama Club allowed 
her to foster a love for the arts and critical thinking 
among her students. Taking a sabbatical from 
teaching, Claudette became the Director of 
Correspondence for Focus on the Family, where she 
had the opportunity to work closely with Dr. James 
Dobson. This diverse experience underscores her 
commitment to enriching the lives of others through 
education and communication.

Helena Voss – Helena’s 32-year 
tenure as the English 
Department Chair at Riverdale 
High School was fueled by her 
profound passion for literature. 
Thriving in the intimate setting 
of a school with just 400 
students, she cherished the 
vibrancy and diversity of the 

teenage years. Her classroom was a dynamic stage 
where the works of Shakespeare and Edgar Allan 
Poe were not merely taught but enacted, with 
students bringing these timeless stories to life 
through plays and recitations. More than just an 
educator, Helena formed enduring friendships with 
her students, a testament to the lasting impact she 
made on their lives.

Glen Ewert –  Glen was a 
dedicated educator beginning 
with Junior High students and 
transferred to teaching high 
school, retiring from Roosevelt 
High School in Fresno, where 
he imparted knowledge in 
Government and Economics. 
His passion for teaching was 

matched by his enthusiasm and some would say first 
love, coaching where he found immense joy in 
mentoring young athletes. As a wrestling, football, 
track and field, and golf coach, Glen not only taught 
the techniques and strategies of the sports but also 
instilled in his students the values of discipline, 
teamwork, and perseverance. Sports allowed him to 
contribute to the development of students’ physical 
abilities and competitive spirit with lessons from 
sports. Glen went on coaching for an additional five 
years after retiring from the classroom. 

College Professors and Administrators – College 
professors prepare students for learning, 
engagement, and career development. 

Vernon Janzen – Vernon 
started his teaching career at 
Immanuel High School where 
he became the principal and 
was also a visiting instructor of 
psychology at Fresno Pacific 
University. Thereafter, he 
became the Dean of Students 
at Fresno Pacific where he also 

taught speech, helping students find their voices 
and articulate their thoughts. Vernon’s commitment 
to education and leadership led him to a seven-year 
tenure as President at Tabor College. In this pivotal 
role, he provided visionary leadership, supervised 
staff, and hired new faculty who embodied the 
Christian values of the school. His strategic approach 
to attracting new students helped Tabor College 
stand out in the competitive landscape of Christian 
higher education. Vernon adeptness at fundraising 
played a crucial role in raising funds for the financial 
health of the college. Additionally, the completion of 
a two-story library was made possible through a 
building fund of donations and without 
indebtedness upon its completion. He is proud of 
the opportunities made available for the spiritual 
lives of students to explore and deepen their faith.

Ted Nickel – Upon returning 
from his tenure in teaching 
and administration in India, 
Ted earned his doctorate at 
UCLA. He then embarked on a 
three-year journey as a 
psychology professor at the 
University of Tulsa, followed 
by a five-year tenure as 

Associate Dean. Seizing a new opportunity, Ted 
ascended to the role of Vice-President at Tabor 
College, a position he held for five years. Eventually, 
he returned to California, where he joined Fresno 
Pacific University. There, he distinguished himself as 
a Graduate Dean and dedicated fourteen years to 
educating students in psychology and statistics. In 
total, Ted devoted nearly 24 years to teaching and 
14 years to various administrative roles. 

Carl Wohlgemuth – During a 
period marked by rapid 
advancements in computer 
technology, Carl pioneered the 
data processing classes at 
Reedley College and Fresno 
City College. His courses 
offered comprehensive 
training in data processing 

techniques and tools, preparing students to become 
proficient in handling information that defines our 
modern era. 

Preschool Teachers and Administrators – Preschool 
teachers play a pivotal role in the early development 
of children. They provide the first formal educational 
experiences that young children encounter. They are 
nurturers, guides, and the first point of contact with 
structured learning. 

Lillian Witzel – Lillian’s 
teaching journey is a 
remarkable tale of dedication 
and adaptability. Unlike many 
educators, she began her 
career in the unique setting of 
a one-room schoolhouse, 
instructing students across 
eight different grades.           
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This rare experience laid a strong foundation for her 
subsequent role in early childhood education. For 
the next three decades, Lillian served as a 
Pre-School Director, with a significant 
twenty-five-year tenure at the Butler MB Church in 
Fresno. Her passion for nurturing the minds of 
young learners aged 2 to 5 years old left an indelible 
mark on countless lives. The cherished connections 
she formed with her students have endured over the 
years, highlighted by her attendance at a former 
student’s wedding just last March—a testament to 
the lasting relationships she’s built through her love 
of teaching.

Alma Elrich – Alma was the 
Director of Preschool and 
played a pivotal role in the 
development of educational 
programs, meticulous 
oversight of staff, and astute 
management of financial 
resources. Her experience was 
instrumental in equipping 

both the preschool staff and students with the skills 
and knowledge necessary for a foundation in 
lifelong learning. Under her guidance, the preschool 
flourished, becoming a nurturing ground for the 
young minds entrusted to its care.

Elementary Teachers – The most important years of 
building the basics of learning in various subjects 
and teamwork happens in Elementary School. 
Elementary teachers lay the groundwork for lifelong 
learning and achievement.

Sharon Duerksen – Sharon’s 
dedication to education shone 
brightly during her 33 years as 
a first-grade teacher, with a 
significant tenure at 
Washington Elementary School 
in Reedley. Her exceptional 
teaching methods and 
commitment to her students 

were recognized when she was honored as Teacher 
of the Year by the Kings Canyon School District in 
1994. Renowned for her engaging classroom, 
Sharon was the teacher every parent hoped their 
child would have. Her passion for teaching was 
palpable, and she often shared endearing anecdotes 
with her students. One such memorable moment 
was when she discussed the four food groups in 
class. Upon querying her students about a potential 
fifth group, one astute pupil responded with the 
suggestion: “Leftovers!”

Rosalie Nickel – Rosalie’s 
aspiration to become a 
teacher started in 2nd-grade. 
The majority of her 34-year 
teaching career was spent in 
the United States, however, 
her teaching path also took 
her abroad to South India for 
a period of three years. There, 

she taught children of Americans living in India, 
enriching the lives of those who, by virtue of their 
upbringing, held education in high esteem. 

When she and her husband Ted moved to California, 
Rosalie was known for her commitment to teaching 
in some of Fresno’s most challenging schools. These 
institutions were melting pots of diverse cultures, 
where students often faced complex and difficult 
circumstances at home. Rosalie worked to provide a 
stable and supportive learning environment for her 
students, believing in the power of education. 
Rosalie transitioned into the role of literacy coach 
where she continued until retirement to mentor 
both students and teachers. 

Linda Nielsen - Linda’s 
19-year teaching career 
spanned various grades and 
schools, including a notable 
period in Long Beach and a 
cherished time teaching first 
grade at Immanuel 
Elementary School. Her 
classroom was a vibrant hub 

of learning, brought to life by an array of animals 
she nurtured there. Students were greeted by birds, 
snakes, fish, bearded dragons, and turtles, all of 
which contributed to a unique and engaging 
educational environment.

Stan Huebert – Stan’s career 
in Special Education was 
marked by his innovative 
problem-solving skills, which 
he utilized to enhance the 
educational experience for 
students and teachers. As a 
teacher, he was instrumental 
in creating the Resource 

Specialist Program within the Kings Canyon School 
District. This program was pivotal in providing 
essential training across various schools in the 
district. Beyond teaching, he took on the role of 
Field Supervisor for Special Education, coordinating 
a significant program that facilitated the 

transportation of mountain-dwelling students to the 
Diagnostic Scriptive Learning Center located at 
Jefferson School for specialized education.

Ascending to the position of Assistant to the 
Superintendent, Stan’s responsibilities expanded to 
include the oversight of nurses, special education 
programs, counselors, and the Staff Learning Center. 
His commitment to special education extended to 
higher education as well, where he shared his 
knowledge and passion with aspiring educators at 
Fresno Pacific University for eight years, shaping the 
next generation of special education professionals.

Teaching Abroad – Several of our teachers also 
spent time teaching abroad with the unique 
opportunity to immerse themselves in different 
cultures while contributing to the betterment and 
education of students around the world.

Joe Bartell - Joe’s teaching 
career began in the vibrant city 
of Guadalajara, Mexico, 
embarking on what would 
become a fulfilling 40-year 
career. Joe often reminisces 
about the early days, feeling 
honored to have been part of 
an era when parental support 

in education was abundant. This strong foundation 
of community and collaboration made his initial 
experience more rewarding.

The majority of Joe’s career was spent teaching 2nd 
and 3rd grades in the small, tight-knit community of 
Orange Cove. His dedication to his students was 
evident, and the affection was reciprocated, 
especially during the holidays when he would be 
showered with homemade tamales—a heartfelt 
token of appreciation from the families he served. 
Joe’s passion for athletics led him to coach cross 
country at Sheridan and T.L. Reed schools. His 
guidance on the track was impactful. Now, one of 
Joe’s greatest joys comes from chance      
encounters with former students. These moments, 
often filled with gratitude and fond memories, serve 
as a testament to the lasting influence he had on 
their lives. 

Thelma Roach – Thelma, 
alongside her husband Robert, 
who was also a dedicated 
educator, embarked on a 
noble journey with the Peace 
Corps. Their service spanned 
across three countries, 

beginning with a year in Egypt, followed by a year in 
a Romanian orphanage, and culminating with an 
additional year in Slovakia where Thelma taught 
English as a Second Language (ESL). It was during 
their time in Romania that the plight of over 200,000 
orphaned children, living in deplorable conditions, 
came to global attention. 

Following their return, Thelma pursued further 
education, earning a master’s degree in Adult 
Education. She then dedicated the remaining years 
of her career before retirement to teaching in 
Sacramento. 

Junior High School and High School Teachers – These 
teachers are pivotal in shaping the academic 
trajectory and personal development of adolescents. 

Claudette Reiser – Claudette’s 
32-year educational career is a 
testament to her dedication. 
She spent many years as the 
District Coordinator for Junior 
High teachers, where she 
provided guidance and 
support to her colleagues. Her 
role as the Teacher Advisor for 

the Speech & Debate Team and Drama Club allowed 
her to foster a love for the arts and critical thinking 
among her students. Taking a sabbatical from 
teaching, Claudette became the Director of 
Correspondence for Focus on the Family, where she 
had the opportunity to work closely with Dr. James 
Dobson. This diverse experience underscores her 
commitment to enriching the lives of others through 
education and communication.

Helena Voss – Helena’s 32-year 
tenure as the English 
Department Chair at Riverdale 
High School was fueled by her 
profound passion for literature. 
Thriving in the intimate setting 
of a school with just 400 
students, she cherished the 
vibrancy and diversity of the 

teenage years. Her classroom was a dynamic stage 
where the works of Shakespeare and Edgar Allan 
Poe were not merely taught but enacted, with 
students bringing these timeless stories to life 
through plays and recitations. More than just an 
educator, Helena formed enduring friendships with 
her students, a testament to the lasting impact she 
made on their lives.

Glen Ewert –  Glen was a 
dedicated educator beginning 
with Junior High students and 
transferred to teaching high 
school, retiring from Roosevelt 
High School in Fresno, where 
he imparted knowledge in 
Government and Economics. 
His passion for teaching was 

matched by his enthusiasm and some would say first 
love, coaching where he found immense joy in 
mentoring young athletes. As a wrestling, football, 
track and field, and golf coach, Glen not only taught 
the techniques and strategies of the sports but also 
instilled in his students the values of discipline, 
teamwork, and perseverance. Sports allowed him to 
contribute to the development of students’ physical 
abilities and competitive spirit with lessons from 
sports. Glen went on coaching for an additional five 
years after retiring from the classroom. 

College Professors and Administrators – College 
professors prepare students for learning, 
engagement, and career development. 

Vernon Janzen – Vernon 
started his teaching career at 
Immanuel High School where 
he became the principal and 
was also a visiting instructor of 
psychology at Fresno Pacific 
University. Thereafter, he 
became the Dean of Students 
at Fresno Pacific where he also 

taught speech, helping students find their voices 
and articulate their thoughts. Vernon’s commitment 
to education and leadership led him to a seven-year 
tenure as President at Tabor College. In this pivotal 
role, he provided visionary leadership, supervised 
staff, and hired new faculty who embodied the 
Christian values of the school. His strategic approach 
to attracting new students helped Tabor College 
stand out in the competitive landscape of Christian 
higher education. Vernon adeptness at fundraising 
played a crucial role in raising funds for the financial 
health of the college. Additionally, the completion of 
a two-story library was made possible through a 
building fund of donations and without 
indebtedness upon its completion. He is proud of 
the opportunities made available for the spiritual 
lives of students to explore and deepen their faith.

Ted Nickel – Upon returning 
from his tenure in teaching 
and administration in India, 
Ted earned his doctorate at 
UCLA. He then embarked on a 
three-year journey as a 
psychology professor at the 
University of Tulsa, followed 
by a five-year tenure as 

Associate Dean. Seizing a new opportunity, Ted 
ascended to the role of Vice-President at Tabor 
College, a position he held for five years. Eventually, 
he returned to California, where he joined Fresno 
Pacific University. There, he distinguished himself as 
a Graduate Dean and dedicated fourteen years to 
educating students in psychology and statistics. In 
total, Ted devoted nearly 24 years to teaching and 
14 years to various administrative roles. 

Carl Wohlgemuth – During a 
period marked by rapid 
advancements in computer 
technology, Carl pioneered the 
data processing classes at 
Reedley College and Fresno 
City College. His courses 
offered comprehensive 
training in data processing 

techniques and tools, preparing students to become 
proficient in handling information that defines our 
modern era. 
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This rare experience laid a strong foundation for her 
subsequent role in early childhood education. For 
the next three decades, Lillian served as a 
Pre-School Director, with a significant 
twenty-five-year tenure at the Butler MB Church in 
Fresno. Her passion for nurturing the minds of 
young learners aged 2 to 5 years old left an indelible 
mark on countless lives. The cherished connections 
she formed with her students have endured over the 
years, highlighted by her attendance at a former 
student’s wedding just last March—a testament to 
the lasting relationships she’s built through her love 
of teaching.

Alma Elrich – Alma was the 
Director of Preschool and 
played a pivotal role in the 
development of educational 
programs, meticulous 
oversight of staff, and astute 
management of financial 
resources. Her experience was 
instrumental in equipping 

both the preschool staff and students with the skills 
and knowledge necessary for a foundation in 
lifelong learning. Under her guidance, the preschool 
flourished, becoming a nurturing ground for the 
young minds entrusted to its care.

Elementary Teachers – The most important years of 
building the basics of learning in various subjects 
and teamwork happens in Elementary School. 
Elementary teachers lay the groundwork for lifelong 
learning and achievement.

Sharon Duerksen – Sharon’s 
dedication to education shone 
brightly during her 33 years as 
a first-grade teacher, with a 
significant tenure at 
Washington Elementary School 
in Reedley. Her exceptional 
teaching methods and 
commitment to her students 

were recognized when she was honored as Teacher 
of the Year by the Kings Canyon School District in 
1994. Renowned for her engaging classroom, 
Sharon was the teacher every parent hoped their 
child would have. Her passion for teaching was 
palpable, and she often shared endearing anecdotes 
with her students. One such memorable moment 
was when she discussed the four food groups in 
class. Upon querying her students about a potential 
fifth group, one astute pupil responded with the 
suggestion: “Leftovers!”

Rosalie Nickel – Rosalie’s 
aspiration to become a 
teacher started in 2nd-grade. 
The majority of her 34-year 
teaching career was spent in 
the United States, however, 
her teaching path also took 
her abroad to South India for 
a period of three years. There, 

she taught children of Americans living in India, 
enriching the lives of those who, by virtue of their 
upbringing, held education in high esteem. 

When she and her husband Ted moved to California, 
Rosalie was known for her commitment to teaching 
in some of Fresno’s most challenging schools. These 
institutions were melting pots of diverse cultures, 
where students often faced complex and difficult 
circumstances at home. Rosalie worked to provide a 
stable and supportive learning environment for her 
students, believing in the power of education. 
Rosalie transitioned into the role of literacy coach 
where she continued until retirement to mentor 
both students and teachers. 

Linda Nielsen - Linda’s 
19-year teaching career 
spanned various grades and 
schools, including a notable 
period in Long Beach and a 
cherished time teaching first 
grade at Immanuel 
Elementary School. Her 
classroom was a vibrant hub 

of learning, brought to life by an array of animals 
she nurtured there. Students were greeted by birds, 
snakes, fish, bearded dragons, and turtles, all of 
which contributed to a unique and engaging 
educational environment.

Stan Huebert – Stan’s career 
in Special Education was 
marked by his innovative 
problem-solving skills, which 
he utilized to enhance the 
educational experience for 
students and teachers. As a 
teacher, he was instrumental 
in creating the Resource 

Specialist Program within the Kings Canyon School 
District. This program was pivotal in providing 
essential training across various schools in the 
district. Beyond teaching, he took on the role of 
Field Supervisor for Special Education, coordinating 
a significant program that facilitated the 

transportation of mountain-dwelling students to the 
Diagnostic Scriptive Learning Center located at 
Jefferson School for specialized education.

Ascending to the position of Assistant to the 
Superintendent, Stan’s responsibilities expanded to 
include the oversight of nurses, special education 
programs, counselors, and the Staff Learning Center. 
His commitment to special education extended to 
higher education as well, where he shared his 
knowledge and passion with aspiring educators at 
Fresno Pacific University for eight years, shaping the 
next generation of special education professionals.

Teaching Abroad – Several of our teachers also 
spent time teaching abroad with the unique 
opportunity to immerse themselves in different 
cultures while contributing to the betterment and 
education of students around the world.

Joe Bartell - Joe’s teaching 
career began in the vibrant city 
of Guadalajara, Mexico, 
embarking on what would 
become a fulfilling 40-year 
career. Joe often reminisces 
about the early days, feeling 
honored to have been part of 
an era when parental support 

in education was abundant. This strong foundation 
of community and collaboration made his initial 
experience more rewarding.

The majority of Joe’s career was spent teaching 2nd 
and 3rd grades in the small, tight-knit community of 
Orange Cove. His dedication to his students was 
evident, and the affection was reciprocated, 
especially during the holidays when he would be 
showered with homemade tamales—a heartfelt 
token of appreciation from the families he served. 
Joe’s passion for athletics led him to coach cross 
country at Sheridan and T.L. Reed schools. His 
guidance on the track was impactful. Now, one of 
Joe’s greatest joys comes from chance      
encounters with former students. These moments, 
often filled with gratitude and fond memories, serve 
as a testament to the lasting influence he had on 
their lives. 

Thelma Roach – Thelma, 
alongside her husband Robert, 
who was also a dedicated 
educator, embarked on a 
noble journey with the Peace 
Corps. Their service spanned 
across three countries, 

beginning with a year in Egypt, followed by a year in 
a Romanian orphanage, and culminating with an 
additional year in Slovakia where Thelma taught 
English as a Second Language (ESL). It was during 
their time in Romania that the plight of over 200,000 
orphaned children, living in deplorable conditions, 
came to global attention. 

Following their return, Thelma pursued further 
education, earning a master’s degree in Adult 
Education. She then dedicated the remaining years 
of her career before retirement to teaching in 
Sacramento. 

Junior High School and High School Teachers – These 
teachers are pivotal in shaping the academic 
trajectory and personal development of adolescents. 

Claudette Reiser – Claudette’s 
32-year educational career is a 
testament to her dedication. 
She spent many years as the 
District Coordinator for Junior 
High teachers, where she 
provided guidance and 
support to her colleagues. Her 
role as the Teacher Advisor for 

the Speech & Debate Team and Drama Club allowed 
her to foster a love for the arts and critical thinking 
among her students. Taking a sabbatical from 
teaching, Claudette became the Director of 
Correspondence for Focus on the Family, where she 
had the opportunity to work closely with Dr. James 
Dobson. This diverse experience underscores her 
commitment to enriching the lives of others through 
education and communication.

Helena Voss – Helena’s 32-year 
tenure as the English 
Department Chair at Riverdale 
High School was fueled by her 
profound passion for literature. 
Thriving in the intimate setting 
of a school with just 400 
students, she cherished the 
vibrancy and diversity of the 

teenage years. Her classroom was a dynamic stage 
where the works of Shakespeare and Edgar Allan 
Poe were not merely taught but enacted, with 
students bringing these timeless stories to life 
through plays and recitations. More than just an 
educator, Helena formed enduring friendships with 
her students, a testament to the lasting impact she 
made on their lives.

Glen Ewert –  Glen was a 
dedicated educator beginning 
with Junior High students and 
transferred to teaching high 
school, retiring from Roosevelt 
High School in Fresno, where 
he imparted knowledge in 
Government and Economics. 
His passion for teaching was 

matched by his enthusiasm and some would say first 
love, coaching where he found immense joy in 
mentoring young athletes. As a wrestling, football, 
track and field, and golf coach, Glen not only taught 
the techniques and strategies of the sports but also 
instilled in his students the values of discipline, 
teamwork, and perseverance. Sports allowed him to 
contribute to the development of students’ physical 
abilities and competitive spirit with lessons from 
sports. Glen went on coaching for an additional five 
years after retiring from the classroom. 

College Professors and Administrators – College 
professors prepare students for learning, 
engagement, and career development. 

Vernon Janzen – Vernon 
started his teaching career at 
Immanuel High School where 
he became the principal and 
was also a visiting instructor of 
psychology at Fresno Pacific 
University. Thereafter, he 
became the Dean of Students 
at Fresno Pacific where he also 

taught speech, helping students find their voices 
and articulate their thoughts. Vernon’s commitment 
to education and leadership led him to a seven-year 
tenure as President at Tabor College. In this pivotal 
role, he provided visionary leadership, supervised 
staff, and hired new faculty who embodied the 
Christian values of the school. His strategic approach 
to attracting new students helped Tabor College 
stand out in the competitive landscape of Christian 
higher education. Vernon adeptness at fundraising 
played a crucial role in raising funds for the financial 
health of the college. Additionally, the completion of 
a two-story library was made possible through a 
building fund of donations and without 
indebtedness upon its completion. He is proud of 
the opportunities made available for the spiritual 
lives of students to explore and deepen their faith.

Ted Nickel – Upon returning 
from his tenure in teaching 
and administration in India, 
Ted earned his doctorate at 
UCLA. He then embarked on a 
three-year journey as a 
psychology professor at the 
University of Tulsa, followed 
by a five-year tenure as 

Associate Dean. Seizing a new opportunity, Ted 
ascended to the role of Vice-President at Tabor 
College, a position he held for five years. Eventually, 
he returned to California, where he joined Fresno 
Pacific University. There, he distinguished himself as 
a Graduate Dean and dedicated fourteen years to 
educating students in psychology and statistics. In 
total, Ted devoted nearly 24 years to teaching and 
14 years to various administrative roles. 

Carl Wohlgemuth – During a 
period marked by rapid 
advancements in computer 
technology, Carl pioneered the 
data processing classes at 
Reedley College and Fresno 
City College. His courses 
offered comprehensive 
training in data processing 

techniques and tools, preparing students to become 
proficient in handling information that defines our 
modern era. 



This rare experience laid a strong foundation for her 
subsequent role in early childhood education. For 
the next three decades, Lillian served as a 
Pre-School Director, with a significant 
twenty-five-year tenure at the Butler MB Church in 
Fresno. Her passion for nurturing the minds of 
young learners aged 2 to 5 years old left an indelible 
mark on countless lives. The cherished connections 
she formed with her students have endured over the 
years, highlighted by her attendance at a former 
student’s wedding just last March—a testament to 
the lasting relationships she’s built through her love 
of teaching.

Alma Elrich – Alma was the 
Director of Preschool and 
played a pivotal role in the 
development of educational 
programs, meticulous 
oversight of staff, and astute 
management of financial 
resources. Her experience was 
instrumental in equipping 

both the preschool staff and students with the skills 
and knowledge necessary for a foundation in 
lifelong learning. Under her guidance, the preschool 
flourished, becoming a nurturing ground for the 
young minds entrusted to its care.

Elementary Teachers – The most important years of 
building the basics of learning in various subjects 
and teamwork happens in Elementary School. 
Elementary teachers lay the groundwork for lifelong 
learning and achievement.

Sharon Duerksen – Sharon’s 
dedication to education shone 
brightly during her 33 years as 
a first-grade teacher, with a 
significant tenure at 
Washington Elementary School 
in Reedley. Her exceptional 
teaching methods and 
commitment to her students 

were recognized when she was honored as Teacher 
of the Year by the Kings Canyon School District in 
1994. Renowned for her engaging classroom, 
Sharon was the teacher every parent hoped their 
child would have. Her passion for teaching was 
palpable, and she often shared endearing anecdotes 
with her students. One such memorable moment 
was when she discussed the four food groups in 
class. Upon querying her students about a potential 
fifth group, one astute pupil responded with the 
suggestion: “Leftovers!”

Rosalie Nickel – Rosalie’s 
aspiration to become a 
teacher started in 2nd-grade. 
The majority of her 34-year 
teaching career was spent in 
the United States, however, 
her teaching path also took 
her abroad to South India for 
a period of three years. There, 

she taught children of Americans living in India, 
enriching the lives of those who, by virtue of their 
upbringing, held education in high esteem. 

When she and her husband Ted moved to California, 
Rosalie was known for her commitment to teaching 
in some of Fresno’s most challenging schools. These 
institutions were melting pots of diverse cultures, 
where students often faced complex and difficult 
circumstances at home. Rosalie worked to provide a 
stable and supportive learning environment for her 
students, believing in the power of education. 
Rosalie transitioned into the role of literacy coach 
where she continued until retirement to mentor 
both students and teachers. 

Linda Nielsen - Linda’s 
19-year teaching career 
spanned various grades and 
schools, including a notable 
period in Long Beach and a 
cherished time teaching first 
grade at Immanuel 
Elementary School. Her 
classroom was a vibrant hub 

of learning, brought to life by an array of animals 
she nurtured there. Students were greeted by birds, 
snakes, fish, bearded dragons, and turtles, all of 
which contributed to a unique and engaging 
educational environment.

Stan Huebert – Stan’s career 
in Special Education was 
marked by his innovative 
problem-solving skills, which 
he utilized to enhance the 
educational experience for 
students and teachers. As a 
teacher, he was instrumental 
in creating the Resource 

Specialist Program within the Kings Canyon School 
District. This program was pivotal in providing 
essential training across various schools in the 
district. Beyond teaching, he took on the role of 
Field Supervisor for Special Education, coordinating 
a significant program that facilitated the 

transportation of mountain-dwelling students to the 
Diagnostic Scriptive Learning Center located at 
Jefferson School for specialized education.

Ascending to the position of Assistant to the 
Superintendent, Stan’s responsibilities expanded to 
include the oversight of nurses, special education 
programs, counselors, and the Staff Learning Center. 
His commitment to special education extended to 
higher education as well, where he shared his 
knowledge and passion with aspiring educators at 
Fresno Pacific University for eight years, shaping the 
next generation of special education professionals.

Teaching Abroad – Several of our teachers also 
spent time teaching abroad with the unique 
opportunity to immerse themselves in different 
cultures while contributing to the betterment and 
education of students around the world.

Joe Bartell - Joe’s teaching 
career began in the vibrant city 
of Guadalajara, Mexico, 
embarking on what would 
become a fulfilling 40-year 
career. Joe often reminisces 
about the early days, feeling 
honored to have been part of 
an era when parental support 

in education was abundant. This strong foundation 
of community and collaboration made his initial 
experience more rewarding.

The majority of Joe’s career was spent teaching 2nd 
and 3rd grades in the small, tight-knit community of 
Orange Cove. His dedication to his students was 
evident, and the affection was reciprocated, 
especially during the holidays when he would be 
showered with homemade tamales—a heartfelt 
token of appreciation from the families he served. 
Joe’s passion for athletics led him to coach cross 
country at Sheridan and T.L. Reed schools. His 
guidance on the track was impactful. Now, one of 
Joe’s greatest joys comes from chance      
encounters with former students. These moments, 
often filled with gratitude and fond memories, serve 
as a testament to the lasting influence he had on 
their lives. 

Thelma Roach – Thelma, 
alongside her husband Robert, 
who was also a dedicated 
educator, embarked on a 
noble journey with the Peace 
Corps. Their service spanned 
across three countries, 

beginning with a year in Egypt, followed by a year in 
a Romanian orphanage, and culminating with an 
additional year in Slovakia where Thelma taught 
English as a Second Language (ESL). It was during 
their time in Romania that the plight of over 200,000 
orphaned children, living in deplorable conditions, 
came to global attention. 

Following their return, Thelma pursued further 
education, earning a master’s degree in Adult 
Education. She then dedicated the remaining years 
of her career before retirement to teaching in 
Sacramento. 

Junior High School and High School Teachers – These 
teachers are pivotal in shaping the academic 
trajectory and personal development of adolescents. 

Claudette Reiser – Claudette’s 
32-year educational career is a 
testament to her dedication. 
She spent many years as the 
District Coordinator for Junior 
High teachers, where she 
provided guidance and 
support to her colleagues. Her 
role as the Teacher Advisor for 

the Speech & Debate Team and Drama Club allowed 
her to foster a love for the arts and critical thinking 
among her students. Taking a sabbatical from 
teaching, Claudette became the Director of 
Correspondence for Focus on the Family, where she 
had the opportunity to work closely with Dr. James 
Dobson. This diverse experience underscores her 
commitment to enriching the lives of others through 
education and communication.

Helena Voss – Helena’s 32-year 
tenure as the English 
Department Chair at Riverdale 
High School was fueled by her 
profound passion for literature. 
Thriving in the intimate setting 
of a school with just 400 
students, she cherished the 
vibrancy and diversity of the 

teenage years. Her classroom was a dynamic stage 
where the works of Shakespeare and Edgar Allan 
Poe were not merely taught but enacted, with 
students bringing these timeless stories to life 
through plays and recitations. More than just an 
educator, Helena formed enduring friendships with 
her students, a testament to the lasting impact she 
made on their lives.

Glen Ewert –  Glen was a 
dedicated educator beginning 
with Junior High students and 
transferred to teaching high 
school, retiring from Roosevelt 
High School in Fresno, where 
he imparted knowledge in 
Government and Economics. 
His passion for teaching was 

matched by his enthusiasm and some would say first 
love, coaching where he found immense joy in 
mentoring young athletes. As a wrestling, football, 
track and field, and golf coach, Glen not only taught 
the techniques and strategies of the sports but also 
instilled in his students the values of discipline, 
teamwork, and perseverance. Sports allowed him to 
contribute to the development of students’ physical 
abilities and competitive spirit with lessons from 
sports. Glen went on coaching for an additional five 
years after retiring from the classroom. 

College Professors and Administrators – College 
professors prepare students for learning, 
engagement, and career development. 

Vernon Janzen – Vernon 
started his teaching career at 
Immanuel High School where 
he became the principal and 
was also a visiting instructor of 
psychology at Fresno Pacific 
University. Thereafter, he 
became the Dean of Students 
at Fresno Pacific where he also 

taught speech, helping students find their voices 
and articulate their thoughts. Vernon’s commitment 
to education and leadership led him to a seven-year 
tenure as President at Tabor College. In this pivotal 
role, he provided visionary leadership, supervised 
staff, and hired new faculty who embodied the 
Christian values of the school. His strategic approach 
to attracting new students helped Tabor College 
stand out in the competitive landscape of Christian 
higher education. Vernon adeptness at fundraising 
played a crucial role in raising funds for the financial 
health of the college. Additionally, the completion of 
a two-story library was made possible through a 
building fund of donations and without 
indebtedness upon its completion. He is proud of 
the opportunities made available for the spiritual 
lives of students to explore and deepen their faith.

Ted Nickel – Upon returning 
from his tenure in teaching 
and administration in India, 
Ted earned his doctorate at 
UCLA. He then embarked on a 
three-year journey as a 
psychology professor at the 
University of Tulsa, followed 
by a five-year tenure as 

Associate Dean. Seizing a new opportunity, Ted 
ascended to the role of Vice-President at Tabor 
College, a position he held for five years. Eventually, 
he returned to California, where he joined Fresno 
Pacific University. There, he distinguished himself as 
a Graduate Dean and dedicated fourteen years to 
educating students in psychology and statistics. In 
total, Ted devoted nearly 24 years to teaching and 
14 years to various administrative roles. 

Carl Wohlgemuth – During a 
period marked by rapid 
advancements in computer 
technology, Carl pioneered the 
data processing classes at 
Reedley College and Fresno 
City College. His courses 
offered comprehensive 
training in data processing 

techniques and tools, preparing students to become 
proficient in handling information that defines our 
modern era. 
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exquisite dishes, thoughtfully prepared to align with 
the festive spirit of various events and holidays. Each 
meal is a celebration of taste and tradition, offering 
the residents a delightful dining experience 
that complements the joy of the season. 
Some of the holidays include Easter, Mother’s 
Day, Thanksgiving, and a Christmas meal. 

Among the treasures Leo holds dear are the 
handwritten recipes from residents, heirlooms 
of culinary tradition that he lovingly converts 
for the community's enjoyment. These 
recipes are more than instructions; they 
are stories, memories, and a legacy of 
comfort foods relished by all.

The kitchen staff, astute to 
the demands of their 
roles, work tirelessly 
to meet the needs of 
the residents. "We 
work in their home, 
and providing grace 
and care are 
important. We have a 
servant mindset as we 
start our work," says Leo, 
his voice a blend of pride 
and gratitude. It's this spirit of 
service that defines the dining experience at       
Palm Village. Leo is not just grateful for his team;   
he is inspired by them. Their talents and 
commitment are the backbone of the community's 
success—a success measured not in accolades but 
in the contented smiles of residents savoring the 
taste of home.

In the serene embrace of Palm Village, a retirement 
community known for its beautiful flowers and 
tranquil ambiance, the dining hall buzzes with an 
energy that rivals the morning sun. Here, the aroma 
of freshly brewed coffee mingles with the sizzle of 
eggs, each cooked to perfection according to the 
desires of its residents. 

Leo Gomez, Dietary Manager, is the maestro of this 
symphony of flavors. With a menu meticulously 
planned and reviewed by a dietician, Leo ensures 
that each meal is not only a feast for the senses but 
also nutritious. As the seasons unfurl their bounty, 
the menu at Palm Village evolves, showcasing the 
freshest ingredients available, especially those that 
are grown in our San Joaquin Valley. 

For Assisted Living residents, breakfast is a 
personalized affair, with residents choosing how 
they like their eggs and the sides that accompany 
them. Lunch and dinner are no less diverse, offering 
alternatives to suit every palate, and special dietary 
needs are not just met but celebrated, individualized 
with care for each resident.

Independent Living residents enjoy a noon meal in 
the Garden Room, which is not only a great meal, 
but hosts a lovely salad bar and main courses 
ranging from grilled salmon and chicken. My 
personal favorite is Borsht Soup! Meals served in the 
Garden Room allow for residents to connect, share 
memories, and create new ones with their friends, 
new friends, and community members.

The community takes great pride in its themed 
dining events, which are a culinary highlight for the 
residents. These occasions are marked by an array of 

by Laurie Diamant 

Carmen Monroy Tiffany Crotts

Culinary Heart
The

Palm Villageof
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What’s HappeningWhat’s Happening

Holiday Lunch

Thanksgiving
Lunch

Alma Elrich

Jeanette Byl

Heart of Seniors Luncheon with
Palm Village Resident Models
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XXX 1, 2024
through

XXX 31, 2024 Palm Village Donors
Living Legacy Fund Donors
Bethany Mennonite Brethren Church
Hope Kingsburg
New Life Community Dinuba 
Mennonite Brethren Church
Reedley Mennonite Brethren Church
Richert Family Trust
Verne and Linda Anderson
Gerald and Roselyn Avants
Leo Balakin
Glendon and Debbie Becker
Maudette Blase
Gail Blask
Charles and JoAnn Brandt
Leonard Carlson
Jeanette Cook
Reed and Diane Decker
Lester Drew
Stan and Patricia Ediger
Melvin and Karen Enns

Mike and Teresa Enns
Rosemary Enns
Robert and Elaine Falk
Dennis and Connie Fast
Janet Flanagan
Bernice Friesen
Bruce and Paula Friesen
Maureen Friesen
Steve Friesen
Jim and Mary Gaede
Donna Gates
Philip and Donna Grunau
Troy and Ellen Harman
Helen Harvin
Lyndon and Patti Heinrichs
Jim and Lorie Higbee
Byron and Juanita Hirata
Dana Hofer
Gary and Lois Hull

Stefani Jacobsen Willis
Carol Johnson
Glenda Johnston
Marcella Jones
Arthur and Sharon Koop
Jacqueline Mardell
Joel Martens
Rocky McClintock
Karon Meyer
Eddie and Verona Neufeld
Ted and Rosalie Nickel
Bobbie Nowicki
Keith and Virgie Panttaja
Albert Pauls
Bradley and Charis Pauls
Eldoris Peak
Ella Penner
Patricia Porter
Ken and Carol Reimer

Memorial Donors - Tributes for:
Anne Friesen
Melvin and Karen Enns

Arlene Schellenberg
Wayne and Eleanor Brandt
Loren and Barbara Buller
Katherine Enns
Menno and Jane Harms
Betsy Hofer

Barbara Friesen 
Ron and Judy Brown
Bruce and Paula Friesen
Edwin and Sandra Greene
Gary and Phyllis Higdon
Leanne Martens
David and Beverly McDannald
Michael and Cindy Schuil
Ken and Patty Thiesen
Darrell and Jan Visser

Bonnie Brown
Ron and Judy Brown
Jill Daves-Plaunt
Jim and Benti Dueck
Art and Janet Enns

Ed Nachtigal
Verne and Linda Anderson
Calvin and Marjorie Elrich
Elmer Friesen
Menno and Jane Harms
Walter and Mary Ann Heinrichs
Betsy Hofer
Stanley and Darlene Huebert
Betty Kelley
Arthur and Sharon Koop
Christine Lawry-Hawkins
David and Beverly McDannald
Eddie and Verona Neufeld
John Regier
Helena Voss
Ken and Marilyn Wall
Norma Woods
Eileen Johnson
Carol Johnson
Ethel Klassen
Elaine Boggess

Harold Enns 
Jim and Benti Dueck
Bob and Marilyn Lewis
John Regier
Kenneth and Sally Zech

John Schlesselman
Dan and Wanda Doerksen
Jim and Donna Enns
Bruce and Paula Friesen
Nancy Goertzen
Gail Hayward
Ron and Ann Hudson
Grant Jones
Arthur and Beverly Klassen
Bob and Marilyn Lewis
John and Mary Schlesselman
Myrna Schneider
Robert and Sandra Sorber
John Varin
Donna Dee Weems

Vernon and JoElla Reimer
Anne Rempel
Ronald Rempel
Daniel and Shirley Roberts
Verna Roberts
Lisa Ruggeri
Audrey Sager
Evelyn Schlesselman
Eldon and Maxine Schmidt
Malkit Singh and Surinder Kaur
Rhoda Stoltenberg
Vivian Swiney
Jesus and Elaine Tapia
Teruko Tsuji
Richard and Patricia Unruh
John Varin
Aldene Vogt
Joyce Warkentin
Ivan Wohlgemeth

Marciel Regier
Schuil & Associates
Menno and Jane Harms
Leanne Martens
Chet and Irene Pauls
John Regier
Grace Reimer
Michael and Cindy Schuil
Randall and Delores Steinert
Darrell and Jan Visser
Helena Voss

Sarah Peters 
Dan and Wanda Doerksen
Grace Reimer
Marvin and Becky Warkentin

Anonymous
Larry and Irene Harris



Staff Appreciation 
Verne and Linda Anderson
Leo Balakian
Don Beckenhauer
James & Rosemary Berry
Charles and JoAnn Brandt
Erik and Denise Braun-Frodsham
Jeanette Byl
Leonard Carlson
Virginia Carlson
Terry and Marilyn Chappell
Aleatjea Crozier
Brian and Laurie Diamant
Robert and Jean Dick
Bernice Dueck
Jim and Benti Dueck
Derksen Ceramic Tile
Sharon Duerksen
Calvin and Marjorie Elrich
Greg & Deborah Enns
Jim and Donna Enns
Glen and Frances Ewert

Dennis and Connie Fast
Janet Flanagan
Marvin and Mary Ellen Friesen
Elaine Fukushima
Jim and Mary Gaede
Allen and Sherri George
Geraldine Gerbrandt
Nancy Goossen
Russ and Sherri Hajik
Menno and Jane Harms
Helen Harvin
Joan Heinrichs
Walter and Mary Ann Heinrichs
Rhonda Hill
Stanley and Darlene Huebert
Irvin and Kathryn Jantzen
Mike and Judy Johnson
Glenda Johnston
Mark and Judy Jost
Betty Kelley
Arthur and Beverly Klassen

Arthur and Sharon Koop
Gerald and Sara Kroeker
Mary Jane Lepp
Bob and Marilyn Lewis
Myron and Ruth Liebelt
Louise Luna
Joel Martens
Bonnie Nachtigall
Eddie and Verona Neufeld
Ted and Rosalie Nickel
Rod and Marilyn Niles
Orletha Obermann
Lysbeth Oliver
Albert Pauls
Chet and Irene Pauls
Eldoris Peak
Peter and Jean Penner
Ella Penner
Bob and Eileen Plett
Patricia Porter
John Regier

Claudette Reiser
Joanne Roach
Verna Roberts
Patricia Rubero
Eldon and Maxine Schmidt
Michael and Cindy Schuil
Ronette Schwartz
Jeanette Stambach
Jesus and Elaine Tapia
Lorene Thiesen
George and Amy Tsuji
Teruko Tsuji
John Varin
Aldene Vogt
Joyce Warkentin
Frieda Wiebe
Delbert Wiest

Bristol Hospice
L & J Telesmanic Rehab Systems, Inc
Golden Farms Express Inc.
Pope's Propane Service
Karely Alcantar
Verne and Linda Anderson
Bryan and Crystal Awbrey
Scott and Kaylie Bartel
Joe and Norma Bartel
Don Beckenhauer
Gail Blask
Charles and Jean Boldwyn
Donald and Joyce Braun
Jeanette Byl
Leonard Carlson
Larry and Beverly Christman
Al Cook
Brian and Laurie Diamant
Jim and Benti Dueck
Sharon Duerksen
Thomas and Catherine Edwards
Calvin and Marjorie Elrich

Jim and Donna Enns
Earl & Esther Enns
Mike and Teresa Enns
Ann Enns
Rosemary Enns
Glen and Frances Ewert
Dennis and Connie Fast
Marvin and Mary Ellen Friesen
Bruce and Paula Friesen
Jim and Mary Gaede
Geraldine Gerbrandt
Judy Guerra
Menno and Jane Harms
Joan Heinrichs
Walter and Mary Ann Heinrichs
Nancy Helstrom
Aida Hernandez
Betsy Hofer
Marlan Huebert
Stanley and Ann Isaac
Greg and Jane Jantzen
Glenda Johnston

Lois Jorgensen
Larry and Karen Jost
Arthur and Beverly Klassen
Hans and Barbara Koop
John Kubo
Bob and Marilyn Lewis
Norma and John Loewen
Joel Martens
Bonnie Nachtigall
Terry and Cathy Oberg
Terry Ogle
Lysbeth Oliver
Margaret Penner
Ella Penner
Lola Penner
Karen Peters
Gerald & Kim Peters
Thomas and Janice Pobst
John Regier
Ken and Carol Reimer
Grace Reimer
Barbara Roberts

Verna Roberts
Evelyn Schlesselman
Eldon and Maxine Schmidt
Malkit Singh and Surinder Kaur
Marian Smith
Vivian Swiney
Dwayne and Janice Trott
George and Amy Tsuji
Hulda Unruh
Aldene Vogt
Helena Voss
Ken and Marilyn Wall
Marvin and Becky Warkentin
Russell and Debra Weikle
Gordon and Karen Wiebe
Steve and Kathleen Wiest
Stanley and Jeannie Wiest
Delbert Wiest
Lily Willems
Ivan Wohlgemuth

Soup Supper 
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